
Leave It - The Walk Away

This week we add the walk away to the leave it. Have your dog on leash and toss the 
food as you did last week. Mark and reward when he turns his head, but this time we 
are going to add a step back and away from the food to the routine. If he goes for the 
food again, re-cue and repeat the above. Do this until he no longer goes for the food. 
You can restart the game by walking towards the food.

The other element to this is the pass by leave it. Start with a tempting item on the floor, 
then move far enough away that if he hits the end of the leash he will not get it. You will 
now walk parallel to the tempting item, cue the leave it as soon as he looks at the item. 
Mark and reward for the head turn and keep walking. If he darts to the end of the leash, 
stop your forward motion and wait for him to come back to you before moving on. Keep 
walking back and forth, moving slightly closer each time. By the time you walk get close 
enough to the item for the dog to grab it, he should no longer be interested in it. This 
style is easy to replicate on the street with found objects.

Wait at the Door

This is a variation of wait for the food bowl and should be easy to practice on a daily 
basis. You do not have to require your dog to stay in a specific position, but it helps. If 
you are going to have your dog hold a position, cue that position and tell him to “wait” as 
you slowly begin to open the door. If he gets up, close the door and step back into him 
to get him to back off and re-cue the position you had or just begin the sequence again. 
When you are able to get the door open an inch or two release your dog and walk 
through the door. Practice this with each door you go through, including the car doors. 
Your goal is to be able to have your dog wait at an open door and not walk through until 
cued by you.

Long Line Work

At this point you should be able to go to the park cue non-peak hours and practice your 
obedience skills. I encourage the use of a long line so that you can safely create 
distance without worrying about your dog getting distracted and running off. Remember 
to set your dog up for success and to build distraction and distance slowly.

Nothing In Life Is Free

Here is a wonderful link to wonderful program, NILF. At this stage in our training it is 
time to switch off food reinforcers and on to the real life rewards. There will be some 
things that need more work before getting full off the food, leash walking comes to mind, 
but you should always have to goal to get there. Not only is NILF a new way of looking 
at reinforcers, but it is a great way to keep and maintain a wonderful working 
relationship. It has an uncanny way of bringing about wonderful change.
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Take Your Training on the Road

Training doesn’t stop at home or in the local park, continually take your dog to new 
places and practice your skills. The more places you go and practice the more solid 
your dog’s skills will become.

Graduation and Testing

For those interested in taking the K9-BA exam please call or e-mail 
training@mycaninesports.com to set up a date and time. We are happy to test anyone 
that wishes to take the test.
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